
  

Description of Phase I Renovation 
Phases/Cost and Strategic Plans 
The mission of our project is to enhance the historical and cultur-
al needs of our community activities that will inform and educate 
the community and surrounding areas by experiencing what edu-
cation was like in the early 1900’s. 
  

Phase 1A...... Critical Structural Repairs 
Funded by $20,000 Matching NTHP Grant 
Strategies Formulated: 
 1. Letter Writing Campaign 
 2. Created new brochure 
 3. Presentation to Civic Groups 
 4. Participated/exhibited at local festivals 
 5. Pledge Card Promise 
 6. Achieved 501 C status 

Retreat Rosenwald School 
Message from Chairperson 

- Helen Rosemond-Saunders 
“Happy New Year! 
I want to thank all of you for your contributions to Retreat Rosenwald School during 2014.  
A special thanks to the Newsletter committee for Volume 1 of Retreat events and accomplishments. Hope-fully, it with provide updates on news related to our Retreat Rosenwald School.  
Our focus for 2015 is to continue on our time-line of renovations for this year. In order to do this we must con-tinue to seek "brick and mortar" grants and financial donations from individuals, businesses and corpora-tions. We need your help!  
Please contact us if you can assist us in any way. No amount is too small.”  
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What’s the Next Building Phase 
Our next project effort is to make exterior envelope repairs to the building. 
This phase of the project includes: 
· Removal and replacement of existing windows . 
· Removal and replacement of damage sidings with like material. 
· Removal and cleaning of existing surfaces 
· Re-paint exterior siding per  manufacturer’s recommendation and Secretary 
of Interior Standards of Rehabilitation guidelines. 

 
The cost of the next building phase is estimated to be $68,000 and is planned 
to be completed between Spring 2015 and Spring 2016. 
The Retreat Rosenwald School Project brings past historical and cultural educational experi-
ences to the fore front  

Contact Us 
Give us a call for more 
information about our 
renovation project. 
 Retreat Rosenwald 
School 
PO Box 181 
Westminster, SC 29693 
 (864) 903-0547 
 helenrs@bellsouth.net 
 Visit us on the web at 
http://
retreatrosenwaldschool.webs.com 

Retreat Rosenwald School 
PO Box 181 
Westminster, SC 29693 

PLACE STAMP HERE 



  

Description of Phase I Renovation 
Phases/Cost and Strategic Plans  

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
Phase 1B........ Exterior Envelope Repairs 
 Remove existing windows and replace with new ones; Remove and replace dam-
aged siding elements with like materials; Remove and clean existing surfaces; 
Paint per manufacturer’s recommendations and Secretary of Interior Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 
Time Line – Fall 2014 – Spring 2016 
Cost: $68.000   Funding: Grants and Donations  
Strategies:                                                                                  
1. Pledge Card Promise                                                                   
2. Contact other Rosenwald Projects for funding info.         
3. Presentation/request funding from Business and  industries in the county.                                                                  
4. Newsletter references U Tube video of school                                                                                          
5. Seek Grants  
Phase 1C...... Exterior Completions                                                                           
Install wood ramps and stairs with Metal railing per ADA standard; grade area for 
new parking; allow for surface drainage; Asphalt paving & concrete sidewalks, line 
striping & ADA signage. 
Time Line: TBD 

Attention Retreat Rosenwald 
School Alumni 
The Retreat Rosenwald School Committee is 
asking that you save and share Retreat 
School artifacts and other related artifacts 
to the time that the school was in existence 
(1920’s—1950’s). For example, if you have a 
certificate of promotion or attendance, a 
report card of other items from this era; 
please allow us to display them in the muse-
um area of the  Retreat School when reno-
vations are complete. Please send items and 
any donations you want to contribute to; 
Retreat Rosenwald Project, Post Office Box 
181, Westminster, SC 29693. 
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501 (C)(3) IRS  
Approval 
We are excited to re-
port that the IRS 
(Internal Revenue Ser-
vice) has approved 
our application to be 
recognized as a 501(c)
(3) non-profit charita-
ble organization. This 
allows contributions 
of any amount given 
directly to the Retreat 
Colored Rosenwald 
School to be tax de-
ductible. You are no 
longer required to on-
ly submit your finan-
cial gifts through the 
Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church account. 
Thank you for your 
patience as we 
worked our way 
through the IRS ap-
proval process.  We 
look forward to work-
ing with you as we 
continue fundraisers 
for the remainder of 
our renovation pro-
ject. Please contact us 
should you need addi-
tional information.  

Photo Before Renovation  

Getting Started — From the Bottom to the Top 
Before getting started on the Retreat Rosenwald School at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, the 
structure had to be examined. As you know, any building without a solid foundation will not 
stand. 
After an examination of the building by the Trehel Corporation, several things needed to be 
completed before renovation could begin. 
1. Have a hazardous material abatements survey for asbestos and lead paint analysis. The 

survey was negative on asbestos and lead paint. 
2. Repair existing brick piers, Re-plumb Repoint and Replace brick per structural engineer. 

Remove damaged wood and components. Install new wood framing. The brick piers 
were repaired. The sagging foundation was repaired and plumbed. 

3. Add flashing at perimeter, install chimney cap, paint existing metal roofing surface with 
two part system: rust inhibitive metal primer, premium aluminum roof coating; Secretary 
of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. The chimney cap was installed. The metal roof 
was repaired and painted. Flashing at the perimeter was also repaired. 

4. Repair or provide a new deck entry on the right side of facility to better provide a safe 
entry point into the building. Front stoops and steps were repaired and concrete landings 
were added to both sides. 

Now that we have a solid foundation, no hazardous materials in the building, a good roof, 
steps and handrails, we can now move to the next phase 


